Tissue polypeptide antigen during parturition and puerperium.
The tumour and cytoskeleton protein tissue polypeptide antigen (TPA) was determined in maternal serum taken during the second stage of labour and on the 4th postpartum day. Pregnant women at term (weeks 38-42) served as a control group. TPA levels of women during parturition (median 169 U/l) were higher than those of the control group (median 108.5 U/l) and those of women on the 4th postpartum day (median 66.5 U/l); p < 0.0001 in each case. The correlation between duration of labour and TPA concentration was positive and significant (rs = 0.3; p = 0.03). A significant negative correlation was found between placental weight and maternal serum TPA levels during parturition (rs = -0.3; p = 0.03). The decline of TPA after delivery indicated a serum half-life for TPA of less than 4 days.